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PLACER COUNTY CODE
SUBCHAPTER 8: WELLS

4.800

INTENT OF ORDINANCE: 1t {s th2 purpose of this ordinance to
protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the
people of the County of Placer by ensuring that the ground
waters of this County will not be polluted or contaminated.
To this end, minimum requirements are contained in this or-
dinance for construction, reconstruction, repair, and
destruction of water wells, cathodic protection wells, and
monitoring wells,

4.802 DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION:

(a) AS DEFINED IN OTHER DOCUMENTS: Except as otherwise
required by the context of this ordinance, the
terms used 1in this ordinance shall have the same
meaning as in Chapter 10 of Division 7 of the
Califorunia Water Code and the Department of Water
Resources Bulletin 74-81 and subsequent supple-
ments or revisions.

(b) "BOARD" shall mean the Placer County Board of Su-
pervisors,

(e) “"ENFORCEMENT AGENCY" shall mean the Environmental
Health Division of the Department of Health and
Medical Services,

(d) "HEALTH OFFICER" shall mean the Health Offlicer of
the County of Placer.

(e) "MONITORING WELLS" 1is defined In Section 13712 of
the California Water Code as any artificial ex-
cavation by any method for the purpose of monitor~-
ing fluctuations in ground water levels, quality
of underground waters, or the concentration of
contaminants in underground water. For the pur-
pose of this ordinance, "Monitoring Well"” shall
finclude vadose zone wells and other subsurface ex-
cavatlions for the purpose of detormtning the
presence or absence of contaminants.

{f) “PERSON" shall mean any person, firm, corporation
or governmental agency, to the extent authorized
by law.



(g)

(h)

(1)

"WELL OR WATER MELL" The California Water Code
defines well or water well to mean "..,. any ar-
tifictal excavatlon constructed by any method for
the purpose of extracting water from, or injectlng
water Into, the underground.” The State Water
Resources Control Board does not 1ntend that
potholes, dralnapge trenches or canals, waste water
ponds, shallow root zone plezometers, stock ponds,
or similar excavatlons be {fncluded within the
definition of wells.

"ABANDONED WELL"™

(1) A well, other than a monlitoring well, which

: has been Iin continuous disuse for one year or
more, unless such disuse is attributable to
removal of the pump for repair or replacement
and efforts to repair or replace the pump are
belng diligently pursued;

(2) A monitoring well from which no monitoring
data has been taken for a period of three
years;

(3) A well which is in such a state of disrepalr
it cannot be made functional for 1its original
use or any other use regulated by this
Article; or

(4) An engineering test hole 24 hours after con-
struction and testing work has been completed
on the site.

(5) A well may not be considered abandoned if the
owner declares his intention, in writing, to
use such well agaln for supplying water or
for other approved purposes, and Lf such well
has no defects 1n constructlon which would
cause pollution or contamination to the
potable groundwater by surface water, 1s
covered with a safe well cover, 1is so marked
as to be clearly seen, and the ground area
surrounding the well 1s sloped away from the
casing and kept clear of brush and debris.

“"DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH" shall mean the
Placer County Director of Environmental Health or
his authorized representative.



SEC,

(1)

(k)

4.804

(a)

()

(e)

TENSE OR GENDER: Words used in the present teunse

include the future as well as the present. Words
used in the masculine gender lnclude the feminine
and neuter, The singular number Includes the

plural, and the plural the singular.

SECTION HEADINGS, when contalned in this or-
dinance, shall not be deemed to govern, limit,
modify, or In any manner affect the scope, mean-
ing, or intent of the provisions of any section.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

INDIVIDUAL WELLS REQUIRED: When ladividual water
supplies are the proposed domestic water supply,
each lot or parcel shall have its own individually
drilled well located on the subject lot or parcel.
This Section shall not apply to lots or parcels
served by a County approved public water supply
where wells are the water source.

WATER SUPPLY REQUIRED BEFORE CONSTRUCTION:

(1) As to any lot of less than 100,000 square
feet, no person shall commence construction
of a single family residential building
thereon until water adequate for domestic use
is provided on such lot from a well con=-
structed in compliance to this chapter,.

(2) Water shall be adequate for domestfic use LFf
the water, the source, and any storage
Facility meet all applicable State and County
public health standards and meets current
requirements of Chapter 19 of this Code. (See
provisions of Land Development Manual.)

(3) The Health Department may waive the provi-
stons of Subsection (1) above if it has suf-~
ficlent evidence of such groundwater
avallability and adequacy,.

RESPONSIBILITIES:

(1) It shall be the responsibility of the well
driller to construct all wells {n a manner
consistent with the requirements of this or-
dinance,






















































